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The Beginning

·Feb 2008, JdB Sound Acoustics was contacted to have the 
sound system upgraded.

·The Church had already tried several sound systems with 
little improvement from one system to the next.

·While the sound system was installed professionally, it was 
not designed correctly for the room.

·As often stated, most churches are put together with the 
best of intentions.  That includes the design of the worship 
space, the acoustics and the sound system.



In order to have hearing 
problems in a church,  
either the building design, 
the acoustics or the sound 
system design has to fail -
or all of the above.



Once a church is built, there many things that you can do to bring 
the performance of the space up to acceptable levels for exciting 
worship.  The shape of the shell of the worship space will 
determine the type of sound the church will have.  Sort of like what 
makes the sound of musical instruments ,  just like a Trumpet is 
different from a Tuba and a Violin is different from a Cello.



The rectangle is the best sounding shape for a worship space.  By changing the length 
and width ratioôs, you can make the room more suited for Classical sounds or Modern 
Rock and Roll sounds.  For Kingston Rd United Church, the space is ideally suited for 
classical sound,  but with a change to the acoustical fix of the room, it will become a 
Hybrid space.  It will be able to perform very well for classical performances but it will 
also do very well for most contemporary programs too. 



Every large room will have a unique range of sounds that the shape of 
the shell will support.  It is possible to discover that special quality and 
as long as the acoustical treatment and sound system are designed for 
those behaviors, you can have great results.  From a warehouse worship 
space to the big mega churches,  every Church Shape will have musical 
and speech qualities that are desirable and useable.  



Myth:
Often Church Designers are 
mislead to believe that a 
sound system can somehow 
deliver clear speech and 
music with magic by 
increasing the sound system 
budget.   This is a myth that 
is practiced every day in the 
church community.

Sound problems in a church come in layers.  

For this worship space, the room is Long and Narrow.  
This room will not do well for Christian Heavy Metal or 
Punk.  However it would do well with a rousing 
performance of a Southern Gospel concert. 


